
2/4/10 9:27 AMFirst Heritage Christian athlete signs with Division I team | coloradoan.com | The Coloradoan

Page 1 of 3http://www.coloradoan.com/article/20100204/SPORTS/2040326/First-Heritage-Christian-athlete-signs-with-Division-I-team

Other editions: Mobile | News Feeds | E-Newsletters | Mobile Alerts | Twitter Find it: Jobs | Cars | Real Estate | Apartments | Deals | Dating | Classifieds

 Comments(0) Recommend  Print this page  E-mail this article  Share Type Size A A A

SPONSORED BY:

HOME NEWS WEATHER OBITUARIES VOICES & VIEWS SPORTS BUSINESS LIFE ENTERTAINMENT BUY/SELL/SHOP CUSTOMER SERVICE MULTIMEDIA

Hi, HeritageEvents!
Update profile | Post photos | Write blog | Log out | Search people

First Heritage Christian athlete signs with Division I team

BY HAP FRY • HAPFRY@COLORADOAN.COM • FEBRUARY 4, 2010

 
Purchase this Photo

Jessie Stewart, sitting, laughs with her mother, Marcie, while her
father, Andy, signs his portion of her letter of intent Wednesday
at a signing day celebration at Heritage Christian Academy. She
is receiving a scholarship to play soccer at Iowa State
University. (V. Richard Haro/The Coloradoan)

 
Purchase this Photo

Jessie Stewart, 17, left, goofs off with friend Sarah Brase, 18,
right, before the celebration. (V. Richard Haro/The Coloradoan)

DID YOU KNOW?

Stewart's grandfather, Andrew Sr., played semi-professional
soccer with the Pawtucket Rangers in the 1930s and '40s.

JESSIE STEWART BY THE NUMBERS

> 247 - number of Heritage Christian students K-12

> 93 - number of Heritage Christian students 9-12

> 35 - colleges that recruited her to play soccer
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Jessie Stewart took full advantage of the unique resources her school, Heritage Christian Academy, offers
Wednesday morning.

Stewart hunkered down in the school's prayer
room and read a passage out of the Book of Job
before stepping out into the school's gym and
signing the most significant document a Heritage
Christian athlete ever has signed.

"I was definitely very nervous," Stewart said. "I
went up there and read a passage of scripture,
and it just talked about how God's plan can't be
ruined or destroyed at all. And that it will come out
in completion."

Completion came at exactly 1 p.m. when Stewart
signed her letter of intent to play soccer at Iowa
State and became the first Heritage Christian
athlete ever to receive a Division I scholarship.

“This is certainly up there for us as a school and
as an athletic program,” Heritage Christian athletic
director Kevin McGinley said. “To see a student
from a Class 2A school make it to a D-I program is
very significant for us.”

As proof of that, Stewart’s signing party was held
during the school’s lunch hour for students in
grades nine through 12.

Almost every one of the 93 students were on
hand, as were several members of Stewart’s
Immanuel Community Church and a handful of
her Arsenal Gold club teammates from Poudre
and Rocky Mountain.

“I was so nervous,” Stewart said. “The fact that I
didn’t have to talk was really good. I think, more
than anything, it was just really exciting to see the

school here with me.”

While Stewart stuck to signing, there were plenty of other people willing to speak on her behalf.

Her father, Andy Stewart; club soccer coach, Tony Minatta; Heritage Christian coach, Anna Suarez; Eagles
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> 16 - goals scored by Stewart in 2009

> 7 - goals scored by rest of Heritage Christian team in 2009

> 1 - number of Heritage Christian athletes to sign Division 1
scholarships
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Her father, Andy Stewart; club soccer coach, Tony Minatta; Heritage Christian coach, Anna Suarez; Eagles
teammate Sarah Brase and McGinley all took turns at the podium, bringing about both tears and laughter.

“I want to thank all the people that have been in Jessie’s circle over the years,” Andy Stewart said to the
crowd.

Outside her parents and her brother, probably no one’s been in Stewart’s circle longer than Joey Harty. The
two senior classmates, almost unbelievably, have attended Heritage Christian since preschool.
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